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Situation Overview
A. Taal Volcano Bulletin
Taal Volcano’s status is now down from Alert Level 3 to Alert Level
2.
After step-down to Alert Level 3 last 26 January 2020, Taal Volcano’s
condition in the succeeding three weeks has been characterized by
less frequent volcanic earthquake activity, stabilizing ground
deformation of the Taal Caldera and Taal Volcano Island (TVI) edifices
and weak steam/gas emissions at the Main Crater.
These observations are supported by the following monitoring
parameters:
1. Since 26 January, volcanic earthquakes recorded by the Taal
Volcano Network (TVN) averaged 141 events/day while the number
of significant events recorded by the Philippine Seismic Network
across the Taal region declined to 127 events of magnitudes M1.4 to
M4.3. The number and energy of tremor and low-frequency events
associated with activity in the shallow magma and hydrothermal
region beneath the TVI edifice have also diminished. These
parameters are consistent with degassing ponded magma rather than
active magma transport to and from the shallow magma reservoir
beneath
TVI.
2. Continuous Global Positioning System (GPS) data from 13 January
to 11 February recorded a net subsidence of the Taal Caldera and TVI,
following uplift on the northwestern caldera and subsidence of TVI on
12-13 January. Subsidence along the Pansipit River Valley, where

extensive fissuring occurred, was also recorded by campaign GPS
monitoring between 24 and 27 January. The overall ground
deformation behavior of Taal Volcano for the above periods indicates
post-eruptive subsidence and relaxation of the edifice after the
cessation of magma transport, signaled by hybrid earthquake activity,
on
18
January.
3. Sulfur dioxide or SO2 flux based on campaign Flyspec data
averaged 62 tonnes/day since 26 January, consistent with a weakly
degassing shallow magma source, diminished plume activity or
absorption of volcanic gas by a recovering lake at the Main Crater and
by
TVI’s
recovering
hydrothermal
system.
4.
Activity in the Main Crater has been characterized by the
generation of weak steam-laden plumes, consistent with decreased
magmatic unrest. In view of the above observations, DOST-PHIVOLCS
is lowering the alert status of Taal Volcano from Alert Level 3 to Alert
Level 2 to reflect the overall decreasing trend in the level of
monitoring parameters. Alert Level 2 means that there is decreased
unrest but should not be interpreted that unrest has ceased or that
the threat of an eruption has disappeared. Should an uptrend or
pronounced change in monitored parameters forewarn a potential
eruption, the Alert Level may be raised back to Alert Level 3. At such
time, people potential eruption, the Alert Level may be raised back to
Alert
Level
3.
DOST-PHIVOLCS reminds the public that at Alert Level 2, sudden
steam-driven or phreatic explosions, volcanic earthquakes, ash fall
and lethal accumulations or expulsions of volcanic gas can occur and
threaten areas within TVI and along its coast. DOST-PHIVOLCS
recommends that entry into TVI, Taal’s Permanent Danger Zone must
be strictly prohibited.
Communities beside active river channels particularly where ash from
the main eruption phase has been thickly deposited should increase
vigilance when there is heavy and prolonged rainfall since the ash can
be washed away and form lahars along the channels. Civil aviation
authorities must advise pilots to avoid flying close to the volcano as
airborne ash and ballistic fragments from sudden explosions and
wind-remobilized ash may pose hazards to aircraft.

B. Rapid Assessment






Information. Proper and Updated Information of the affected
individuals and families are still needed for monitoring and
assessment.
Local government units are advised to additionally assess
previously evacuated areas within the seven-kilometer radius
for damages and road accessibilities and to strengthen
preparedness, contingency and communication measures in
case of renewed unrest. People are also advised to observe
precautions due to ground displacement across fissures,
frequent ash fall, and minor earthquakes.
Warning. Even the alert level of Taal Volcano downgraded to
Alert Level 2, there is still need for vigilance and preparedness
since it may still be raised to Alert Level 3 according to
Phivolcs. At such time, people residing within areas at high risk
to base surges who have returned after the step-down to Alert
Level 2 must therefore be prepared for a quick and organized
evacuation.

C. Volunteer Management


II.

Decrease of Volunteers. There is a decrease no. of volunteers
today compared yesterday. It decreases from 45 to 23.

Response
A. Incoming and Outgoing Relief




In-kind relief has a monetized value of ₱31,755,225.78 while cash
donations amounted to ₱18,013,148.24.
A total number of 120,661 families comprised of 600,477
individuals benefitted from the humanitarian efforts and relief
services of the Archdiocese for over 49 parish-based evacuation
centers (ECs) and 139 government-managed ECs. Further
categorized are the following:

Evacuation Category
Local Government
Archdiocese of Lipa
Interfaith and Interreligious
Private Organizations
TOTAL

Families
37,897
69,855
1,336
11,573
120,661

Individuals
164,697
373,951
4,675
57,154
600,477

B. Donation and Fund Support


No significant updates.

C. Warehouse Management


Relief Operations. The team distributed relief goods to 140
individuals through KASALI Donors in the municipalities of
Lemery, Talisay and City of Tanauan. Moreover, the team also
released relief goods to the municipality of Lemery for 10,000
individuals.

D. Healthcare and Psychosocial Intervention


Scheduling. After having the needs assessment in the
municipality of Rosario, the Healthcare Commission arranged
the schedule for Medical Consultations in the barangays of
Marilag and Quilib in Eco Verde Homes.

E. Liturgy and Prayer


III.

Eucharistic Celebration. Today is Friday, Fifth Week of Ordinary
Time. In today’s mass, Rev. Fr. Jayson T. Siapco shared the story
about Jesus Healing the Deaf and the Mute.

Coordination
A. Internal


No significant updates.

B. External


IV.

The following organizations have coordinated their
humanitarian response to the Malasakit para sa Batangas
Command Center:
- Fund-Raising Project of Alpas House Productions Quezon City
- Fund-Raising Project of Burauen Music Scene –
Burauen, Leyte
- Diocese of Parañaque
- Del Monte Philippines
- Fr. Manoling (Ateneo de Manila University) – donated
300 sacks of rice

Pledges and Contributions


In response to the expression of support and intent to help, along
with the needs of the survivors who returned temporarily in their
respective areas, in consideration of the Taal relief efforts and early
recovery phase, we encourage the donation of the following items:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Shovel, digging bars, brooms and sacks for ashes
Pressure washers, water filters and water hose
N-95 masks and surgical masks
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) items
Medicines (anti-hypertension, cough remedies,
antihistamine, anti-vertigo)
6. Burner Stove or Kalan
V.

Media and Communications


Radio Report. Updated situation was reported to DWAM-FM
95.9 Radyo Totoo.

VI.

Key Contacts


Rev. Fr. Jayson Siapco
Director, LASAC Inc.
+63 917 508 9701
frjazz.siapco@lasaclipa.com



Zedrick Holgado
Finance Officer
+63 915 317 1049
zedrick.holgado@lasaclipa.com



Renbrandt Tangonan
Program Development Associate
+63 917 180 2518
renbrandt.tangonan@lasaclipa.com

Prepared by:

REV. FR. JAYSON T. SIAPCO
Chief Operating Officer
Malasakit Para Sa Batangas
Command Center

ANNEX PHOTOS

Presentation of the Child Jesus of Diocese of Paranaque with
their parish priest, Rev. Fr. Vicente A. Robles delivered their
donations and relief goods.

Del Monte Philippines donated 4 trucks of juice.

Fr. Manoling of Ateneo de Manila University donated 300
sacks of rice.

Alpas House Productions will have their Project
Alpas, a fund-raising concert gig for the benefits of
Taal victims.

Burauen Music Scene of Leyte conducted “Pag-urosa Kita Ha Musika Kay Ha Mga Batangueño
Kinahanglan Kita” Fund-raising Concert Project for Taal Victims.

